Intraspinal epidermoid tumors in children: problems in recognition and imaging techniques for diagnosis.
Iatrogenic intraspinal epidermoid tumors are very rare. The similarity of the clinical manifestations of the tumor with other childhood problems can pose a problem in diagnosis. In addition, because of the lag in time between the lumbar puncture and the development of a symptomatic tumor, this relationship is overlooked and can cause a delay in diagnosis, as in the present report of four children. Magnetic resonance imaging was found to be superior to myelography in defining the tumor and its relationship to other structures inside the dural sac. All patients underwent surgical excision, with subsequent resolution of symptoms.